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Press Release Template
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact:

Community Leader Name

Phone, Email 

JEWISH YOUTH IN COMMUNITY AIM TO IMPROVE THE WORLD DURING DAY OF SERVICE, SUNDAY, APRIL 26th
Thousands Nationwide Volunteer for J‑Serve 2009
Number of Jewish youth in community will participate in a day of community service and improvement projects as they take part in J‑Serve, a national day of volunteerism and engagement on April 26. 

Teens will describe project here. 

Insert quote from teen or community leader about local project. 

This year marks the fourth in which thousands of Jewish youth from coast to coast will turn out in force for J‑Serve, designed to encourage Jewish service, community building and creation of connections across religious and societal lines.  

J‑Serve 2009 is a collaboration of PANIM: The Institute for Jewish Leadership and Values and the Jewish Coalition for Service, with additional support by partner agencies and foundations. 

“What makes J‑Serve so powerful is that it enables the entire Jewish community to act in a unified fashion, transcending denominational and institutional lines,” said Rabbi Sid Schwarz, president and founder of PANIM. “J‑Serve empowers teens by making them aware that through service they can become positive change agents--fulfilling the Jewish mandates to bring tzedek, justice, to the world.  The fact that thousands of teens participate in J‑Serve annually shows both the commitment of the Jewish people to service as well as the strength of the unified Jewish community.”

Approximately 12,000 teens will participate in service programs in 60 cities, large and small, from coast to coast.  

J‑Serve 2009 is the Jewish service component of the annual Global Youth Service Day of Youth Service America.  J‑Serve 2008 generated 65 community service projects across the country and attracted 10,000 teen volunteers.  

Those interested in participating in a J‑Serve project can find additional information on the J‑Serve website, www.jserve.org. 
(over) 
J‑Serve 2009 is a collaboration of PANIM: The Institute for Jewish Leadership and Values and the Jewish Coalition for Service, with additional support by partner agencies. The initiative is generously underwritten by the Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation, the Joseph and Rebecca Meyerhoff Award Committee, the Lippman Kanfer Family Foundation and the Estelle Friedman Gervis Family Foundation. 

PANIM: The Institute for Jewish Leadership and Values educates, inspires and empowers Jewish youth to a lifetime of leadership, service and advocacy on behalf of the Jewish people and society at large. PANIM’s unique approach to Jewish education – integrating Jewish learning, values and social responsibility – reinforces Jewish identity and inspires a commitment to become agents for positive social change in the world. Since 1988, its flagship programs, Panim el Panim and the Jewish Civics Initiative, have reached more than 15,000 Jewish teens from more than 200 communities across the United States. PANIM programs allow students to explore public policy issues, activism and social justice through a Jewish lens.

The Jewish Coalition for Service aims to inspire Jewish community members to dedicate a part of their lives to full-time, hands-on volunteer service.  The Coalition acts as a clearinghouse and central resource for volunteers and project organizers for numerous programs in North America, Israel, and elsewhere around the world. Participants, age 15 through retirement, work, study and volunteer together and collectively underscore Jewish community solidarity and concern for those in crisis around the world. 
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